[A study on DNA damage of mouse livers induced by methylmercury].
To study the DNA damage induced by methylmercury (MeHg) in mouse hepatocytes. The single cell gel electrophoresis (SCGE) was used to study the DNA damage of mouse hepatocytes when treated with different doses in vivo and in vitro. After treated with high, middle and low doses of MeHg for 12 h in vivo (i.p.), the proportion of DNA damage was increased and the ratio of living cells was decreased; and both effects showed significantly dose-effect relationships. Similar effects were found when different MeHg doses were administered to hepatocytes in vitro for 1 h. MeHg induces DNA damage in mouse hepatocytes.